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i-WU HBIEN KEQUESTS LOAN -- Sinkiang Jih-pao, 3 Mar 49

I-wu district vas changed in 1943 from a She-chih-chu (Ueda: 10928,
6055, .2480), provisional government status, to that of a regulsr hsien.
It is a wast area with a total population of only 3,300. More than 80
. poersent are Uighurs with the XKazakhs forming a small minarity. iLeading
: a pover.y-strivken 1ife, the Uighurs are horee* end as-cmplished ir sing-
N ing, dancing, and craftemenship. They have prse=rved the morality of a
nomadic civilization, ’

QOf strategic importance in rational defense “ecause of its locetion
in the triengle formsd dy the boundaries of Kansu, Morgolla and Sinkiang,
I-wa Hsien is economiocally dostitute. Arable land i@ limited due to the
lack of irrigation facilities. Grszing ground for liveatook is also
scarce becuuse of recurring naturel calsmities in recent years.

. Prior to 1926, it was the largest livestock-raising area in eastern
! Binkiang. Its armual food crop wes more than itu popmuletion could consume
and the residne was traneportes for the scpply of neighboring rezions. .ae
y summe> flood of 1937 impovorished I-wu Hsier still more when 20C 11 (one 11
ax is one-third of a mile) of farm Jand along the T'u-hu-lu Eo wers inundated
: and fowr-tenths of the rich soil in Nao-mao-hu, locatved downsiream and
known as the most prodnoctive section of the hseien, was duried urder sediment.

During 194k-45, tremorc ~ere felt thronghout the hsien. Volcsnic fire . .
from A-erh-t'al Sban recched th» bomders cf Chen-hsi aod I-wu. Under such ’
axtremoly unsettled conditions, loss of livestock reached 37 percent. Since

B , 19hk, agricultural yroduction has steadily declined. ZXach ysar financial

! aid from the govermment was required. The situation worsensd in 1943 when

siverse climatic ractors redvced the total agrioultursl yleld of I-wu Hsien g
to Just a little over 6,900 shih (one shih is 2.%% bushele) while tue annual ]
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consurption requlred was over 9,600 ghih.

In the face of ‘these difficultie:;, the T-wu Helen adminietration has,

Desgldes requesting a loan to the farmers of iLe antire gtock of grain and

- Todd regerved  for: famine, sent separate petiiionz 1o the Administrativa
i;District, the Social Affairs Department, anl the Provincial Govevriment to
“vogrant’ s loan of 200 million .gold yuan to benefit spring pianting, irrigation;

animel. husbandry, and economic reconstruction.

" NEW TURKT-LANGUAGE NEVSPAPER -- Erik, o Mar k9

Fourteer ‘menbers of the Altay Correspondents’ Fellowship (Altay

i ;. “Mulkhebar)ik Uyi) of the. Eighth Administrative Distrist in Sinkiang met in
" K'u-erh-lo-on. 9 March: and decided t6 publish their own Turki-leriguage news-

paper 1o be called Ay' ish fpossible English remiitions: Dawn, ‘Enlighten-

- ment, . or Honest' Preag/.

The principal f_w_xctioﬂ of the aggociation hss been ‘o dlssemiriste news
concerning the districtts mctivitiss to various Turki-language newsparara

..4n the province.
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